ALBERT A.   BARBER;
The costs should be shared on the basis of agreement on the  extent of mutual benefit derived from the research. Certain engineering DOD contracts,  for example/ might be expected to have  less university sharing of the costs of research than certain research programs carried out primarily for graduate research training.    The issue of extent of sharing was unimportant when the costs incurred by universities in support of federally sponsored research were primarily marginal costs.    The cost is no longer marginal,   and universities cannot be expected to subsidize costs  for research programs that are considered to be of primary benefit to the federal government or to serve primarily a public purpose.    Without agreement on the issue of mutual benefit,   this issue will remain unsettled and  there can be no "partnership."
STUART   BONDURANT:
With respect  to the sharing of the costs of research between universities and the government,  I believe that, before  the sharing  issue is even addressed,  there should be  understanding  and acknowledgment of the fact that by direct  and indirect support of research in both the public and  private sector  the government is inescapably the principal  determinant of the quality and vigor of research in this  country.     Thus,   it  is my opinion that the burden is on  the  government  to decide as a matter of public policy how much subsidization of research support by the nation's universities is  in the national interest.
LEWIS   M.   BRANSCOMB,   JOHN B.   SLAUGHTER,  AND DONALD N. LANGBNBERG;
Since NSP's primary mission is to support the best research  ideas  in the most  important areas of science andllows  the  selections from the  letters.ciation of American Medical Colleges, The Maintenance of High Ethical Standards in the Conduct of Research (Washington, D.C., 1982).
